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Informal meeting of the General Assembly
to address concerns of a rise in Antisemitic violence worldwide

22 January 2015
Mr President,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.

The Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, and Serbia*, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, the  EFTA country Liechtenstein member of the European Economic Area, as well asUkraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia, and Georgia, align themselves with this statement.

We welcome today's opportunity to discuss the scourge of Antisemitism in this informal meeting of the General Assembly. The European Union strongly supports the holding of this meeting against the backdrop of a very worrying rise of anti-Semitic hatred and violence, in particular on the internet as well as anti-Semitic hate crime around the world. Several incidents have taken place in Europe, culminating in the targeted, fatal terrorist attacks at the Jewish Museum in Brussels in May 2014 and at the Kosher Supermarket in Paris just a few days ago during which innocent citizens lost their lives.  EU Member States have reacted promptly to address these crimes.

Les évènements à Paris –les assassinats dans la rédaction du journal Charlie Hebdo puis la prise d’otage dans un magasin casher - ont couté la vie à 17 personnes– dont quatre personnes qui avaient commis le "crime" d'aller faire leurs courses dans une épicerie juive. Ces actes terroristes représentent une atteinte à toutes nos valeurs fondamentales, notamment la dignité humaine,  la liberté d'expression et la liberté de la presse, piliers de nos démocraties.  Au nom de l'Union européenne je présente mes plus sincères condoléances aux familles et proches des victimes et j'exprime ma solidarité aux autorités Françaises et à la France entière.

Mr President,

The EU condemns and rejects all forms and manifestations of racism and xenophobia, including Antisemitism. The fight against racism and xenophobia in all their forms, including Antisemitism, is, and will remain, one of the core aspects of the European Union's work as it goes to the very heart of our common values. 

Manifestations of religious based intolerance and violence are increasing in every region of the world. Regrettably, and despite the efforts made by a continent scarred by the Holocaust, Antisemitism continues to rear its ugly head also in Europe, a continent home to different cultures and religions, where the Jewish heritage is an important component. It has manifested itself in anti-Semitic incitement as well as episodes of violence directed at Jewish individuals and institutions including schools, museums and synagogues, thereby striking at the very heart of our continent: our educational establishments, our centres of culture, our places of worship.

In November of 2013 a European Union Fundamental Rights Agency survey covering eight EU Member States which are home to 90% of the EU's Jewish population evidenced a worrying trend. The study, which measured Jewish people's perceptions of discrimination and hate crime revealed widespread fear of Antisemitism on the internet and of victimisation. 76% of the respondents indicated that they believed Antisemitism has worsened over the past five years in the country where they live.

Morten Kjaerum, the Director of the Agency, said, at the time of the release of the report: "Antisemitism is a disturbing example of how prejudice can persist through the centuries, and it has no place in our society today. It is particularly distressing to see that the internet, which should be a tool for communication and dialogue, is being used as an instrument of anti-Semitic harassment. While many EU governments have made great efforts to combat Antisemitism, more targeted measures are needed.”

Mr President,

The EU is committed to step up its fight against Antisemitism, racism and xenophobia through legislation, financial support and the fostering of dialogue. Several EU legal instruments contribute to this aim, notably the 2008 Framework Decision on combating certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law which specifically addresses racist hate speech (off and on-line) and hate crime, including Holocaust denial with intent to incite violence or hatred. The first EU implementation report, published in January 2014, shows that while most Member States have legislation in place to address public incitement to racist hatred and violence, more remains to be done when it comes to the implementation of this legislation at national level. Our key priority now is to bolster the implementation of this legislation on the ground, accompanied by practical measures geared at improving data collection, police investigation and multi-agency partnerships. The EU and its Member States – in cooperation with the wider international community - need to find ways to tackle growing on-line hate speech, while being vigilant to safeguard freedom of expression, including the right to criticise religions and all other institutions. But we must insist, hate crime must be investigated and prosecuted.

Holocaust Remembrance Day (27 January) is part of the EU's official calendar and will this year see the official launch of a specific training module for EU officials on Human Rights and Holocaust Remembrance. 

One of the instruments we use to combat this scourge is dialogue.  The EU and Israel organize an annual seminar on racism, xenophobia and Antisemitism, the latest of which was held in October 2014 in Jerusalem. This dialogue is essential for our joint efforts to continuously foster our common values and to remain vigilant with regard to developments and concerns on the ground. 

The EU will continue to engage with all our partners to counter all forms of racism and xenophobia, including Antisemitism. In this regard, we welcome the Berlin conference (12-13 November) to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the OSCE’s Declaration on Antisemitism and the declaration adopted at this occasion. We also praise the efforts of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights to raise awareness about Antisemitism and its impact.

As for the external dimension of our activity, let me add that the fight against racism, xenophobia, including Antisemitism is at the core of the mandate of the EU special representative for human rights, Stavros Lambrinidis.

Mr President,

This is the time to act together. Discrimination and violence against anyone no matter who they are or what they believe is not acceptable in our societies. We need to remain united and react in a calm but firm manner to combat Antisemitism and any other form of racism and xenophobia and related intolerance.



* The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.

